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CO-HOST

In support of :

‘ Without Peace there is no Development and without Development there is no Peace”



The GLOBAL YOUTH desire to tell 
the World leaders  that they do not
want war, conflicts, intolerance and
 tensions.
They want Peace in Action, justice  
and sustainable development, as 
they believe that peace and harmony
 is the only way humanity and world 
can survive and co-exist peacefully.

International Peace20 Youth Summit 
welcomes  your organization to be a part of 
this Global Youth Movement for World 
Peace and Sustainable Development.

The 2023 G20 New Delhi summit is the upcoming eighteenth
meeting of Group of Twenty (G20), a summit scheduled to 
take place in International Exhibition-Convention 
Centre (IECC), Pragati Maidan, New Delhi in Sept 2023. It will be 
the first ever G20 summit to be held in India. Last year it was 
held in Indonasia. Next year it will br in Brazil. 

The G20 New Delhi Summit will be chaired by the Indian
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi.

India's presidency began on 1 December 2022, leading 
up to the summit in the third quarter of 2023. 
The presidency handover ceremony was held as an 
intimate event, in which the G20 Presidency gavel was 
transferred from Indonesian President Joko Widodo to 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the close of the
 Bali summit. Indonesia held the presidency in 2022.

The India’s G20 Presidency would guide the work of the
 G20 under the theme of - “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” 
or “One Earth · One Family · One Future” - drawn from 
the Sanskrit phrase of the Maha Upanishad, which 
means "The World Is One Family". 



The objective of this Peace Initiative is to organize 
the "International Peace 20 Youth Summit 2023" 
in Kochi, Kerala State, India. This "Peace20 Summit'
 is to give a call from International Youth to G-20 
leaders to take effective action for solving the 
multiple Global Crisis - Conflicts, Climate Change, 
COVID, Cost of Living (Inflation), in particular to 
make a pathway for a Fair and Better World for 
the future generation. "Peace and Development" 
are two sides of the Coin. "Without Peace there is
 no Development" and "Without Development 
there is no Peace".

About us

Our Goal

The International Peace 20 Youth Summit is conceived
 as a convening platform for youth to experience and
 channel peace, celebrate life in all its diversity, and 
co-create livelihood opportunities to sustain life and
 wellbeing for people and the planet.

Our Mission

Our Vision

World Peace Through Sustainable development.

To support the Presidency of the Govt. of India hosting
 the G20 and express solidarity with the Honourable 
PM of India and the UN Secretary General to i
mplement to SDG's of the UN focusing on Peace 
Justice and Strong Institutions .
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The Youth bear the brunt of contemporary challenges faced by the world such as rising conflicts, inequality, 
 environmental degradation, public health deterioration, loss of livelihoods and unemployment. The global
youth is about to create history by telling the World leaders that they do not want war, conflicts, intolerance
 and tensions and that they want Peace in Action, justice and sustainable development, as they believe that 
peace and harmony is the only way humanity and world can survive and co-exist peacefully.

During the G20 Presidency of the Government of India hosting the G20 leaders at New Delhi, India, as an 
expression of solidarity with the G20 nations and the United Nations to implement to the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN focusing on Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, the global youth is 
making a pledge to support peace.

Along with the Pledge, a representative section of the global youth will assemble for the International
 Peace20 Youth Summit at Kochi, India during August 2023 as a Global Youth Movement for World Peace 
and Sustainable Development. This is conceived as a convening platform for youth to experience and 
channel peace, celebrate life in all its diversity and co-create livelihood opportunities to sustain life and 
wellbeing for people and the planet. This will also provide increased interaction and collaboration between 
the United Nations 2030 Agenda’s Sustainable Development Goals and the Youth. There is increasing 
acknowledgement that such initiatives, in addition to instilling hope in the Youth, help hone their capacities
 for civic engagement thereby becoming active citizens.

In this context, the civil society needs to play a more proactive role in galvanizing the Youth to work for a 
hopeful, peaceful and creative future. The Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations Agenda 
2030 is one such platform that can instil hope for the future, harnessing the creative potential of the Youth 
and their innate motivation to do good.

As per the Peace Pledge, the youth declare their commitment to promote civility, peaceful co-existence and
harmony in the society. The Pledge is as follows:

1. We understand that even though there are many different ethnicities, languages, customs and beliefs in 
the world, we are all members of the one human race and as such our differences are a core aspect of 
humankind.

2. We understand that whatever be our differences and whatever conflicts we face, we could resolve it 
amicably and we will empower ourselves to resolve such disputes in a consensual manner, preserving the 
relationship among people and peace in the community.



Building on the legacy of the IP20 Youth Summit in Bali, a similar summit is planned at Kochi, India on 
11-12 August 2023, India a month prior to the official meeting of G20 Leaders in India during September 2023. 
The International Peace20 Youth Summit Kochi will be a Civil Society initiative for, of and by the Youth to 
promote peace and sustainable development, locally and globally, and call on the G20 Leaders to advance 
peace, end conflicts and promote sustainable development. It is understood that to make a pathway for a fair
 and better world for the future generation, peace and development must go hand-in-hand. Without Peace 
there is no Development and Without Development there is no Peace.

The Peace Pledge can be signed online using the Peacegate application (www.peacegate.in). This cause for 
maintaining peace and harmony for peaceful co-existence is supported by the Indian Institute of Arbitration 
& Mediation (www.arbitrationindia.com).

If you are between the age group of 15-32 and would like to participate in this global youth movement and 
would like to sign the pledge, please sign the Peace Pledge at https://peacegate.in/ip20ys-pledge

For more details about the International Peace20 Youth Summit, please visit www.ip20ysindia.in

We invite you to be part of this revolution to create a loving and caring world. Though individually a small 
step, collectively a big change!

3. We understand that Peace will co-exist only with sustainable development, environment harmony, 
individual liberty and compassion towards all species. We, humans, share our planet earth with plants and 
animals and we have no right to infringe on the livelihood of any other species and understanding of nature 
obliges us to maintain the integrity of the environment, so that it can contribute to a healthy planet.

4. Therefore, we promise that, should any strife or dispute arise in our life, we will try to manage it amicably 
and peacefully as the first step to resolve such issue and we understand that such a culture could lay the 
foundation to a long term process of positive social transition by making the society just, equal and fair and 
will instill a commitment to peace and faith in humanity and nature and will work forward towards 
contributing to the acceleration of UN Agenda on Sustainable Development Goals.

After the International Peace20 Youth Summit, the global youth, with the assistance of former UN officials, 
would place these Pledge documents to the G20 Leaders and the UN Secretary General, informing their 
desire to strive for Peace and Sustainable Development in compliance with SDG 16 and 17 of the UN.



2:00 – 2:20 pm  Procession of Dignitaries, Delegates and Youth Peace Ambassadors 

2:20 – 2:25 pm  Dr. Gayatri Subramanian – Invocation Dance  

2:25 – 2:30 pm  Prayer (Asatoma Satgamaya)  

2:35 - 2:40 pm  Lighting the Lamp of Peace (Piano – Showers of Blessings)

                             Mr. Paramjeet Singh IRS (Chief Guest); Dr. Abraham Joseph (Chief Patron), Shri. 

                             Anand Kumar (Patron), Ms. Rachel Ignatius (VP & Principal, Choice School); Ms. Rita Reddy, 

                             Senior Gender Expert, United Nations, Malaysia; Mr. Thomas Varghese (Chairman) and 

                             Mr. Anil Joseph (Secretary General) will hand over to the Youth to light the Lamp.  

2:40 – 2:50  pm Welcome Address – Dr. Abraham Joseph, Chief Patron of IP20Y Summit, Kochi and 

                             Fmr. Chief Socio-Economic Advisor, United Nations, New York. 

2:50 – 3:30 pm   Address by Dignitaries

                             Governor of Kerala, His Excellency Shri Arif Mohammad Khan; 

                             Mr. Paramjeet Singh IRS, Commissioner of Income Tax & National President, 

                             Dharma Bharati Mission India - Chief Guest;  

                             Princess Aswathy Thirunal Gowri Lakshmi Bai of Travancore; 

                             Prof. Richard Hay, Ex MP & Patron IP20YS; 

                             Princess Natasha Dematra of Bali, Indonesia (Chief Organizer of the “International Peace20 

                             Summit Event 2022” in Bali, Indonesia; 

                             Shri Anand Kumar, Patron-IP20YS Kochi and Founder, Sai Gramam A Global Village;   

                             UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth;

                             Ms. Rita Reddy, Senior Gender Expert, United Nations, Malaysia. 

3:30 – 3:40 pm  SDG Theme Song – St. Theresa’s College, Kochi.

3:40 – 3:50 pm  Tree Planting for Climate Action, Dr. Anoop Francis, Chairman and Ms. A.S Gayathry, 

                             Youth Coordinator, Kochi Nature Conservation Society. 

3:50 – 4:00 pm Song – Make Me A Channel of Your Peace (Choice School)  

4:00 – 4:10 pm  Address by Dr. Swayam Sodha (9 years old), Honorary Doctorate by Iconic 

                             Peace Award Council (IPAC), Govt. of India. 

Program Agenda

Day 1



Day 2 ( International Youth Day designated by the UN )

4:10 – 4:50  pm  Cultural Programs 

4:50 – 5:00 pm Vote of Thanks – Mr. Anil Joseph, Secretary General-IP20Y Summit

5:00 – 5:10  pm Song – “We are the World” 

5:15 -            pm Refreshment

 9:30 – 9:35 am  Prayer Song

 9:35 – 9:40 am  SDG Theme Song – St. Theresa’s College, Kochi

 9:40 – 9:50 am  SDG Report 2023 

 9:50 – 10:00am International Youth Day Wishes – UN Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth

10:00 –10:10pm  Welcome Address – Mr. Thomas Varghese, Chairman-IP20Y Summit Kochi and 

                              Fmr. Associate-United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia-Pacific 

                              (UN-ESCAP) Bangkok

10:10 – 11:10 pm  Session 1: Youth, Peace and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) – Role of Civil Society 

                             Organizations Moderator: Dr. Abraham Joseph, Fmr. UN Chief Socio-Economic Adviser and 

                             Chief Patron-IP20Y Summit Kochi;

                             Panelists: Mr. Paramjeet Singh IRS, National President, Dharma Bharati Mission India; 

                             Adv. George Poothicote, Director, Indian Institute of Arbitration and Mediation Kochi; 

                             Ms. Annapoorna Devi, Sai Gramam – A Global Village, Attingal, Kerala;

                             Ms. Kavita Mathew, Partnerships Advisor- Giving Tuesday’s Hub.

11:10 – 12:15 pm   Session 2: Educational Institutions and Implementation of SDGs – On campus and Beyond 

                             Introduction: Mr. Omar Hernandez, United Nations Academic Impact, New York, USA;

                             Moderator: Ms. Sona Thomas, Coordinator, Teresian Center for Research and Development, 

                             Kochi, Kerala. Presentations by Youth of Chinmaya School, Vaduthala; Choice School, 

                             Tripunithura, and Govt. V&HSS Vithura, Thiruvananthapuram; Marian College, Kuttikanam 

                             and St. Teresa’s College, Ernakulam. 

12:15 – 1:15 pm   Session 3: Business Entities and Implementation of SDGs Moderator: Ratnesh R., 

                             Executive Director, United Nations Global Compact India Office, New Delhi;Panelists: 

                             Ms. Anita Anil, CTO Robokidz-STEM Robotics-Women run Business; Mr. Manu G., Airport Director,

                             Cochin International Airport Limited – CIAL (Champion of the Earth Award 2018 by 

                             United Nations);Mr. Gaurav Rathore, COO, Choice Canning Company, India; Mr. Sujith Kombra- 

                             Director AXYZ ESPINA UAE, CEO Espina IT Solutions; Mr. Nikhil George – Founder & Managing 

                             Director, Kaleido Health, Kochi. 



1:15 – 2:15 pm    LUNCH 

2:15 – 3:15 pm   Session 4: Skills, Livelihoods and Economic Development 

                           Moderator: Dr. George Mathew, Chairman, Indian Institute of Social Sciences, New Delhi;

                           Panelists: Mr. Anil Menon, Head of Training-SB Global Kochi; Ms. Diwia Thomas, 

                           Founder-Papertrail & Social Entrepreneur; Mr. Mohammad Ikan, Director-Society for Training and

                           Development, Lakshadweep; Ms. Jayanthy Krishnachandran, Manager-Skill Academy & 

                           National Trainer JCI; Mr. Abhinav Soomaney, Director AXYZ Global Technology USA. 

3:15 – 4:15 pm  Session 5: Gender Equality and Advancement of Women and Girls Moderator: Ms. Rita Reddy, 

                           Gender Expert – U.N System Malaysia – United Nations Development Program and United 

                           Nations Population Fund;Panelists: Sr. Patricia D’Souza, HOD Psychology, Sophia’s College, 

                           Mumbai; Dr. V. Bindhu, Principal-Kulapati Munshi Bhavan’s Vidya Mandir, Thrissur and India’s 

                           NGO Delegate to United Nations Commission on the Status of Women; Ms. Alice Lukose, 

                           Founder & Director WIN Society (Women Initiatives Network);  Ms. Sandhiya Pachiappan, 

                           United Nations Secretariat, New York.  

4:15 – 5:15 pm  Closing Session 

                           Address by DIG N. Ravi, Chief-Indian Coast Guard;  Address by Mr. Saji Cherian, Minister Culture & 

                           Youth Affairs, Govt. of Kerala; Award Distribution: Peace League Institution Certificates Vote of 

                          Thanks: Ms. Rachel Ignatius, Principal-Choice School & VP-IP20YS Kochi. 

5:15 pm -         Refreshment



INTERNATIONAL PEACE20 YOUTH SUMMIT (IP20YS) 2023

KOCHI, KERALA, INDIA 
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Background and Introduction 

The International Peace20 Youth Summit had its inception in Bali, Indonesia in 2022. Prior to the G20 Leaders 
meeting in Bali, Indonesia, the Youth and Civil Society met in Bali on November 1st and 2nd, 2022, where 
they organized an International Peace20 Youth Summit (IP20YS) to promote a culture of peace and harmony
amongst the Youth. The Summit was organized through the patronage of Prince Dr. Damien Dematra, Princess 
Natasha Dematra and Princess Cheryl Halpern. An outcome of the Summit was the “Peace Pledge” taken by 
all participants. They also announced to support and celebrate Indonesia’s G20 leadership and called on G20 
Leaders to take effective measures to solve the global multiple crisis – Conflicts, Climate Change, Covid, Cost 
of Living (Inflation), and in particular to make a pathway for a Fair and Better World for future generations.
Also 23,000 signatures were collected from all over the world by fixing their signatures for “Peace Pledge”.
Such initiatives by the Civil Society with the leadership and participation of the Youth presented a ray 
of hope, especially in the context of rising conflicts, inequality, environmental degradation, public health 
deterioration and other deprivations faced by people across the world. There is increasing acknowledgement 
that such initiatives, in addition to instilling hope in the Youth, help hone their capacities for civic engagement 
thereby becoming active citizens. This also presents a great opportunity for the Youth to become active 
collaborators promoting the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations Agenda 2030, which are 
unequivocally adopted and supported by the Member States. The G20 is a powerful grouping to whom such 
appeals and efforts from the Youth can usher positive change in the world through global citizenship. Youth 
are effective ‘Agents of Change’, and should become increasingly aware of the powerful agency they are 
endowed with for bringing positive change, through non-violent and peaceful means.

Building on the Legacy – IP20YS, Kochi

Building on the legacy of the IP20YS in Bali, a similar summit is planned to be held in Kochi, India a month 
prior to the official meeting of G20 Leaders in India, September 2023. The International Peace20 Youth 
Summit will be a Civil Society initiative for, of and by the Youth to promote peace and sustainable 
development, locally and globally, and call on the G20 Leaders to advance peace, end conflicts and promote 
sustainable development. The summit would serve as a platform for the Youth to express solidarity with 
millions of people suffering, due to conflicts and climate change. 
Like in Bali, the Peace Pledge will be continued as a commitment and vision of the Youth for peaceful 
and harmonious co-existence between all living beings. The Summit is planned to be held on the 11th and 12th
August 2023, coinciding with the International Youth Day, at the Multi-purpose Auditorium, RSET, Rajagiri 
Valley, Kochi, Kerala. Additionally, youth from outside Kochi and India, can participate in the Summit 
through online mode.



Supporting India’s G20 Presidency and Theme

The IP20YS Kochi supports India’s G20 Presidency and theme - “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” or “One 
Earth · One Family · One Future” - drawn from the ancient Sanskrit text of the Maha Upanishad. Essentially, 
the theme affirms the value of all life – human, animal, plant, and microorganisms – and their 
interconnectedness on the planet Earth and in the wider universe. The theme also spotlights LiFE (Lifestyle 
for Environment), with its associated, environmentally sustainable and responsible choices, both at the level 
of individual lifestyles as well as national development, leading to globally transformative actions resulting in 
a cleaner, greener and bluer future1
. The IP20YS seeks to support and amplify this theme through the Summit. 

Supporting UN Sustainable Development Goals

The United Nations views Youth as an integral means and end of the global agenda on Sustainable 
Development. The following statement from the UN Youth Strategy encapsulates this succinctly:

Young people’s empowerment, development and engagement is an end in itself, as well as a means to 
build a better world. The UN recognizes it cannot achieve its mission without partnering with young 
people and ensuring they are not only heard but understood, not only engaged but empowered, and 
not only supporting but leading global efforts and processes. Young people need to be full-fledged 
partners in the United Nations work to build a better world for all, as they are both beneficiaries and 
partners2
.
Though Goal 16 of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals directly promotes Peace and Justice, every 
other goal is inextricably linked to long term peace, as they intersect with education, health, gender 
equality, decent work and good living environment, all having direct implications for the young and future 
generations. The IP20YS parallels the letter and spirit of Goal 17: Partnerships for the Sustainable 
Development Goals, as the Summit would be a convening platform wherein various partners from civil 
society, educational institutions, students and representatives from the Government and United Nations 
gather to interact, inform and learn from each other to better integrate their work on Peace and Sustainable 
Development with participation of the Youth.

IP20YS - Merging the Global and Local Discourse on Sustainable Developmen

The United Nations has set the global meta discourse on Sustainable Development, also through the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals. To implement this and achieve localization of SDGs, wide stakeholder 
engagement is essential, especially at the local level. In this context, the IP20YS would be an effective 
platform for representatives from the United Nations to present their views and in turn listen to experiences 
and initiatives from the ground in implementing Sustainable Development Goals. The Program Schedule of 
the Summit has been curated with this objective in mind – to link the global and local discourse on Peace and 
Sustainable Development, which would give a fillip to advancing sustainability consciousness globally, while
rooted in local realities. This will also feed into the roadmap for continuing the peace process by working with 
the Youth even after the conduct of the Summit, through various activities, including by being a channel 
partner between international organizations such as the UN and local organizations/educational institutions
working with the Youth, especially through the UN Youth Office and UN Academic Impact program. 



Peace Pledge 

The signing of the Peace pledge will promote a commitment and culture of Peace amongst the youth having 
multiplier effects for world peace. The pledge can be taken online by the global youth by clicking on this link 
https://www.peacegate.in/ip20ys-pledge. The signatures will be collated and handed over to the G20 Leaders 
through Honorable Prime Minister of India and to the UN Secretary General. The contents of the Peace Pledge 
are as follows:

The United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) 

It is an initiative that engages institutions of higher education with the United Nations
in supporting and contributing to the realization of the Organization's purposes and 
principles, including the promotion and protection of human rights, access to 
education, sustainability and conflict resolution. 

Calling Academic institutions to partner with the UN

United Nations Global Impact

The world’s largest corporate sustainability initiative.
A call to companies to align strategies and operations with universal principles on 
human right, labour,environment and anti corruption and take actions that advance 
social goals.

https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/page/about-unai

https://unglobalcompact.org/

Calling Corporates, Business Houses and NGOs to partner with the UN
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